IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

L (Amended) A method for extending a dynamic range of a commxmication signal 
used in performing an FFT process, comprising the steps of: 

obtaining a first communication signal comprising a set of data points, the first 
communication signal having a set of signal characteristics; 

enabling an output division of the data points at each ou^ut stage of the FFT 
process during a first communication signal transmission; 

determining a maximum output communication signal sampled during the first 
commimication signal transmission; 

predictmg a maximum output communication signal for a second signal 
transmission using the signal characteristics of the first communication signal during the first 
communication signal transmission; 

calculating a nxunber of unnecessary output divisions for each output stage of the 
FFT process during the second signal transmission using the number of unnecessary output 
divisions determined firom the predicted maximum output communication signal in the predicting 
step and the maximum output communication signal sampled during the first communication signal 
transmission in the determining step; and 

selectively disabling the ou^ut stage division for at least one output stage of the 
FFT process during the second signal transmission in accordance with the number of unnecessary 
output divisions determined in the calculating step. 
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Please add the following new claims 2-21: 



2. (New) A method as in claim 1, wherein the enabling step divides the 
communication signal datia points utilizing a divide and conquer approach. 



3. (New) A method as in claun 2, wherein the divide and conquer approach is at 
least one of decimation in time and decimation in frequency. 

4. (New) A method as in claim 1, wherein the FFT process comprises at least one 
b of a radix-2 butterfly FFT, radix-4 butterfly FFT, and a split-radix butterfly FFT process. 

5. (New) A method as in claim 1, wherein the FFT system comprises at least one 

9 SS 

of a fixed-point and integer FFT process. 

s 

O 

i q 6. (New) A method as in claun 1 , wherein the predicting step determines the 

W maximum output signal for a second signal transmission according to the following 
Q 

^ relationship: 

wherein R represents a value approximately equal to or greater than the maximum 
output signal for the second signal transmission; M represents a number of bits in a data 
storage word; D represents a maximum difference in bit usage among a set of commxmication 
signals; G represents a maximum allowed gain change; and H represents headroom. 
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7. (New) A method as in claim 6, wherein the predicting step farther comprises 
sampling the first communication signal for D, G, and H values. 

8. (New) A method as in claim 6, wherein M, D, G, and H are fixed FFT process 

values. 

9. (New) A method as in claim 6, wherein H is approximately 0.5 bits. 

10. (New) A method as in claim 6, wherein M is approxunately 16. 

11. (New) A method as m claim 6, wherein D is approximately 1.5 bits. 

Q 

Q 12. (New) A method as in claim 6, wherein G is approximately 0.5 bits. 

yi 

Sj 13. (New) A method as in claim 1, wherein the calculating step determines the 

A.! 

in number of unnecessary output divisions for each output stage of the FFT process for the 
p second signal transmission according to the following relationship: 

p 5 = floor 



log: 



wherein s represents the number of unnecessary output divisions for each output stage of the 
FFT process for the second signal transmission; R represents the predicted maximum output 
signal for a second signal transmission; B„ represents the maximum output communication 
signal sampled during the first signal transmission; and floor represents a fanction that returns 
an integer value. 
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14. (New) A system for extending a dynamic range of a communication signal in 
an FFT. process, comprising: 

an FFT module having a plurality of selectively disabled output stage divisions; 

a shift control module connected to the output stage divisions of the FFT through a 
control line which disables the output stage divisions of the FFT; and 

an opthnized shift calculator connected to the shift control module through a command 
line, the optimized shift calculator determining a number of unnecessary output divisions and 
instructing the shift control module to disable corresponding number of output stage division; 

wherein the optimized shift calculator determines the number of unnecessary output 



Q divisions according to the following relationship: 



^ ■ ( 

S.I s = floor 

Ml 



log 



^ wherein s represents tl» number of unnecessary ouq)ut divisions; B„ represents a 

y maximum output conununication signal sampled during a first signal transmission; R 

0 

ry represents a predicted maximum ou^ut signal for a second signal transmission; and floor 
represents a fimction that returns an mteger value. 

15. (New) A system as in claim 14, wherein R is determined according to the 
following relationship: 



R-2 



(M-D-D-G-H 
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"4 



wherein M represents a number of bits in a data storage word; D represents a 
maximum difference in bit usage among a set of communication signals; G represents a 
maximum allowed gain change; and H represents headroom. 

16. (New) A system as in claim 15, wherein M, D, G, and H are fixed FFT system 

values. 

17. (New) A system as in claim 14, wherein the control Ime of the shift control 
module disables each output division stage of the FFT module in a serial manner. 

18. (New) A system as in claim 14, wherein the shift control module further 
comprises at least two control-lines, a first control line for disabling a first output division 
stage and a second control line for disabling a second output division stage, wherein the first 



^ control line and the second control line disable each output division stage concurrently. 

0 

yi 19, (New) A mefliod for extending a dynamic range of a communication 

W signal used in an FFT system having a set of output stage divisions, comprising the 

0 

^ steps of: 

calculating a number of unnecessary output divisions for each output stage of FFT 
system during a second signal transmission period using a maximum output communication 
signal sampled during a first communication signal transmission period and a number of 
unnecessary output divisions determined from a predicted maxfanum output communication 
signal for the second signal transmission; and 
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selectively disabling the output stage division for at least one output stage of the FFT 
system during a second signal transmission in accordance with the number of unnecessary 
output divisions determined in the calculating step. 

20. (New) A method as in claim 19, wherein the calculating step determines the 
number of unnecessary output divisions for each output stage of the FFT system for the second 
signal transmission period according to the following relationship: 

wherein s represents the number of unnecessary output divisions for each output state 

of the FFT system during the second signal transmission; R represents ttie predicted maxunum 

^ outout signal for a second signal transmission; B^, represents the maximum output 
Q 

H communication signal sampled during the first signal transmission; and floor represents a 

III 



s 
ru 



function that returns an integer value. 



» 21 . (New) A method as in claun 19 wherein, the calculating step determmes the 

P 

jfl maximum output signal for a second signal transmission according to the following 
relationship: 



wherein R represents a value approximately equal to or greater than the maximum 
output signal for the second signal transmission; M represents a number of bits in a data 
storage word; D represents a maxunum difference in bit usage among a set of communication 
signals; G represents a maximum allowed gain change; and H represents headroom. 
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